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SHARING THE GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 
 

“The Importance of Spiritual Leadership”  
 

If there is one overriding concern in the church, today, it is unquestionably the quest to secure godly 
leaders. Leaders who are both willing and able to assume the offices of: elders and deacons. These 
two crucial offices were first introduced during the apostolic era. And just as their roles were 
important then, so, too, are they today!   
 
In December the active members of GCC will hold a congregational meeting at which time the 2013 
budget will be presented for approval. The members will also elect able-bodied individuals to 
represent you and our church in all matters pertaining to faith and practice. The means by which 
these capable individuals are initially screened comes under the auspices of the Nominating 
Committee. This year’s co-chairmen are: Ruling Elder Ken Reid (Ministry Coordinator) and Ruling 
Elder Jan Evans (the Clerk of Session) as well as the three members-at-large: Harriette Bjork, 
Marilyn Scott and Russ Trimble. 
 
With respect to those who serve as elders or overseers, Paul says in his letter to Titus: “For the 
overseer must be above reproach as God’s steward, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not 
addicted to wine, not pugnacious, not fond of sordid gain, but hospitable, loving what is good, 
sensible,  just, devout, self-controlled...” [Titus 1:7, 8]. Then, too, regarding the role of deacons in 
Paul’s first letter to Timothy he writes: “Deacons likewise must be men of dignity, not double-
tongued, or addicted to much wine, or fond of sordid gain, but holding to the mystery of the 
faith with a clear conscience…they must be beyond reproach. Women must likewise be 
dignified, not malicious gossips, but temperate, faithful in all things” [1 Timothy 3:8-11].  
 
These are just some of the stipulations required for those who are held accountable to God for not 
only their conduct but for your well-being. These men and women are specifically charged with 
overseeing the welfare of the church and its members and the preservation of “sound doctrine”. 
 
However, you (the church laity) also have a responsibility, not only to one another but to those who 
have charge over you! In the Book of Hebrews it says: “…and let us consider how to stipulate one 
another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together…” [Hebrews 
10:24, 25]. Then, too, it says: “Obey your (spiritual) leaders, and submit to them; for they keep 
watch over your souls, as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not 
with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you” [Hebrews 13:17]. Meanwhile be in prayer for 
those who are being called of God to serve you and the best interest of GCC!              
 
Have a care, 
 
 
Pastor Cooper 
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Election of Deacons, Elders and 

Nominating Committee 
 
     Now is the time to prayerfully consider ways 
to serve Grace Community Church.  Names for 
Deacons, Elders, or the 2013 Nominating 
Committee may be placed into consideration.  
Only persons having full membership status 
can be considered. There is a need for 2 
Elders, 5-6 Deacons, and 3 people for the 
Nominating Committee.  You may nominate 
yourself or choose others that you think would 
be a dedicated servant for our Lord.  Forms 
are available in  the Resource Center. 
 

Homecoming 2012 
 

     Don’t forget to put Friday, November 9 and 
Sunday November 11 on your calendar and 
please sign up for an evening to remember.  
Jerry Martin will be the evening entertainment 
at 6:00 PM.  You’ll love his selections with a 
variety of music.  He will also bless us on 
Sunday morning as he has the last couple of 
years. 
     Pies, pies, pies!  All kinds of pies with 
whipped cream and ice cream – who could 
want more?  The choir in their western duds 
will serve you.  You may wear your western 
attire also.  We are looking forward to seeing 
you. 
     Please sign up in the Resource Center by 
no later than Sunday, November 4th. 
 
Your Worship and Music Committee 
 

 
 

Dear Grace Community, 
 
     I enjoyed our many years together.  But 
time marches on and I’m moving to be close to 
my daughter.  Thank you for your prayers and 
support.  You’re in my thoughts. 
 
Love,  
Claire Modin 
 

Thank you, Dick Sleeman, 
 
     For listening to our request to provide our 
choir more room on the platform, by extending 
the pulpit out two feet.  You were patient and 
eager to comply with our suggestions and 
input.  We appreciate your professionalism and 
support.  The work was done this summer in a 
timely manner.  It has given our singers more 
room, and insured that our director will not 
accidentally step backwards off the edge!!  
(That’s important).  God has blessed our 
church with competent leadership.  Our thanks 
to you, Mr. Sleeman, and to those who worked 
with you. 
 
The Worship and Music Committee,  
And The Choir 
 
Dear Family at Grace Church, 
 
     I would like to thank each of you for the 
many, many cards, prayers and thoughts 
since April when I left to care for my mother, 
Gladys. She went to be with our Lord on  
April 16th. And again, when Ken and I flew 
back to Ohio on July 28th to be with my  
sister, Gail, as she received her new heart.  
Sadly, Gail developed an infection and she  
went to be with our Lord on September 3rd.  
Yes, it has been very hard, but knowing we 
had your love and support meant so very 
much.  
     A special Thanks to Connie Geil, who called 
me often to lift me up. I would also like to thank 
Pastor Cooper for his sermon on "Hearts" and 
for being available when I was in great need. In 
addition I would like to thank Pastor Bob for 
responding to all my emails with prayer and 
support. We are so blessed in this church, 
where God is definitely present! 
Ken and I both love each one of you! 
 
God Bless, Ken and Becky Reid 

 
Nametags 

 
     If you have a need to replace your 
nametag, please contact Jan Evans (546-
8394) or Ella (975-9038).  There will be a 
$6.00 charge. 
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Women’s Ministry 

 
     It is hard to believe that we are approaching 
the Christmas Season and 2012 is closing in 
on us.  However, ladies of Grace, you are 
cordially invited to our Festive Christmas 
Luncheon/program on Thursday, December 6th 
at 11:30 a.m. Our guest speaker, Shari Minke, 
is a vivacious Bible teacher, author and actress 
with a gift of communication in connecting her 
audience with the heart of God.  Shari travels 
extensively sharing God’s message through 
drama. 
     Shari will be performing a very timely 
dramatization of Mary, mother of Jesus, which 
has been said is “like standing in Mary’s shoes 
and listening to her heart!”  You won’t want to 
miss this outstanding presentation! 
     At this luncheon/program we will be 
collecting baby items to be donated to Crisis 
Pregnancy Center – not required, but 
appreciated.  A suggested list of items will be 
with the Sign-up sheet in the Resource Center.  
Please join us for this inspirational introduction 
to the Christmas Season. 

 
Missionary News 

 
     The Juday family is one of our missionary 
families.  They have moved to Malaysia and 
are doing well.  Jeff is developing biblical 
material on the web site to spread the word.  
Lynne, his wife, has been able to meet with the 
local Muslim ladies.  The children Evan, 
Jayden, Calvin, Jenna and Darren are 
adjusting well.  We are looking forward to 
meeting Jeff Juday on November 11th when he 
will be visiting us.  Please keep them in your 
prayers!!! 
 
Sharon Wailor for Mission Committee 
 

Stained Glass Windows 
 

     The tower has six windows available for 
stained glass.  Three are already sold.  All the 
windows will be flying angels.  There are three 
available.  These windows are most visible 
from the outside.  If any one is interested, 
please contact Della Berg at 623-455-0212. 
 

 
Finance Committee Report 

 
     For the month of September our 
unrestricted contributions were $27,369.10 and 
our expenses were $31,100.54.  Contributions 
for the first three Sundays in October were 
$20,615.25               

Facilities Maintenance Fund 
Contributions to the Facilities Maintenance 
Fund totaled $345.00 for the month of 
September.  This fund is used for building and 
maintenance expenses and to cover 
emergency costs that may arise. 

 
November Birthdays 

    
11/09  Art Johnson 
11/17  Joan Johnson 
11/18  Betty Lundeen 
11/19  Ralph Cleaver  
11/21  Verla Atwell          
11/23  Doug Robinson 
11/25  Ken Reid 
11/26  Tiger Tague 
11/28  Donna Bice 
11/28  Richard Urwiller 
11/30  Alana Mraz 
 
Happy Birthday to each of you! 
 

Phone Directory Changes 
Please mark your books 

 
Howard and Rose Kast new CO address: 
9280  Yarro St. # 4103 
Westminster, Co 80021-8678 
Ph. 303-403-2256 
Their local address remains the same 
 
Bettylou Swift and Janet Myers new address: 
18626 N. Spanish Garden Dr. – Apt. 368 
Sun City West, AZ 85375 
Phone remains the same - 623-584-6477 
 
Sherry Brosor new address: 
13339 W. Crocus Dr. 
Surprise, AZ 85379 
Phone remains the same – 623-512-5782 
 
Shirley Freese’s cell phone – 530-386-5777 
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Operation Christmas Child 
 

     Please return your filled boxes by 
November 4th so that we may have them 
dedicated before sending them off on their 
mission.  Questions? Contact Doris Davis 623-
977-1298) or Thelma Patrick (623-388-4801). 
 

USMC DAY 
 
     USMC Day celebrates the birth of the 
United States Marine Corps.  The Marine 
Corps were created during the Revolutionary 
War. 
     The Continental Congress of the newly 
created United States of America, authorized 
the creation of the Continental Marines on 
November 10, 1775.  It was later renamed the 
U.S. Marine corps.  It is often abbreviated as 
USMC. 
     The Marine Corps has proudly participated 
in every war that has involved the United 
States. 
     If you see a Marine, take the time to thank 
them for their contributions to protecting our 
country.  Active or retired, they deserve our 
thanks and appreciation. 
 

Memo to Committee People 
 
     Whenever you are scheduling a meeting or 
event, it is important that you check the 
calendar in the Resource Center to see what 
else is going on that week and month.  Then 
be sure to mark your event and let the church 
secretary know it has been done.  
 

Aluminum Tab Recycling Project 
 
     Please save your aluminum tabs and bring 
them to the church.  Deposit them in the 
marked container in the Resource Center.  The 
collected tabs will benefit the Ronald 
McDonald House of Phoenix. 
 

 
Church Event Procedures 

 
     The following procedure has been 
established for non-scheduled church events.  
The person who will be the coordinator of the 
event will contact the church secretary to verify 
that the desired date does not conflict with 
other church events or activities.  If no conflict 
exists, she will enter it on the calendar.  A 
"Procedure for non-scheduled events" form 
will then be filled out and given to the church 
secretary.  Copies will be distributed to 
concerned parties. All of the required details 
should be taken care of by the appropriate 
committees and if there are questions the 
event coordinator will be contacted.  If, 
however, it is an outside event, prior approval 
by Session is required.   
     If there are questions please contact the 
church secretary. 

 
Thanksgiving Day Prayer 

 
Lord, so often times, as any other day 
When we sit down to our meal and pray 
We hurry along and make fast the blessing 
Thanks, amen.  Now please pass the dressing. 
We’re slaves to the olfactory overload 
We must rush our prayer before the food gets 
cold. 
But Lord, I’d like to take a few minutes more 
To really give thanks to what I’m thankful for. 
For my family, my health, a nice soft bed 
My friends, my freedom, a roof over my head 
I’m thankful right now to be surrounded by 
those 
Whose lives touch me more than they’ll ever 
possibly know. 
Thankful Lord, that You’ve blessed me beyond 
measure 
Thankful that in me lives life’s greatest 
treasure. 
Thank You, dear Jesus, reside in that place  
And I’m ever so grateful for your unending 
grace. 
So please, heavenly Father, bless this food 
You’ve provided  
And bless each and every person invited. 
Amen! 
Author – Scott Wesemann 
 


